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• The Board Legislative Committee will not meet in September 1999 but will meet at the call
of the Chair prior to the October 1999 Board meeting.

• The following information is presented to update Board members on issues and matters
shaping up for the 2000 legislative session:

• The next Board/Legislative interactive videoconference is scheduled for November 10,
1999.  Board members should begin identifying the issues they would like to discuss with
Legislators during the conference.

• Representative Don Pischner may introduce legislative proposals designed to change the
state funding policy for community colleges by reducing property tax assessments in
favor of increased state funding.  Policy issues facing the Board might include: what is
the proper balance (state, property taxes, tuition, other) of funding for community
colleges and, if state support to community colleges is increased, should they still be
locally controlled.

• Last year, a Board sponsored committee worked with legislators to develop a scholarship
legislative proposal.  The proposal, sponsored by Senator Lee, would have established a
statewide two-year scholarship program for Idaho high school graduates achieving a 3.0
or better GPA.  The Board endorsed the proposal and while it easily moved through the
House and Senate Education Committees and the Senate, it narrowly failed in the House.
Senator Lee has indicated that he will introduce the legislative proposal again this
session.

• Receipt of tobacco settlement funds has been delayed by appeals in other states.  It now
appears Idaho’s first payment of approximately $32 million will be available in June
2000.  No decisions have yet been made concerning the use of these funds once they are
received in the state and this will, no doubt, be a matter for the Governor and the
Legislature to decide this legislative session.

• There are two Board sponsored administrative rules that will be reviewed by the
Legislature this session.  The first set of rules deals with the exiting standards for grades
9-12 recently approved by the Board.  The second changes rule 08.02.03 governing
education thoroughness in the area of special education.  Rules do not become final until
the Idaho legislature has adopted them under a concurrent resolution.

• An Interim Legislative Committee on Teacher and Administrator Contract Law will
likely bring forth legislation in an attempt to clarify and strengthen statutes related to



evaluation processes and contracts for certificated personnel. Some have suggested
provisions that would require additional assistance, support and training for teachers in
their first three years of employment, either provided by local districts, the State, or
higher education institutions. The Interim Committee will be accepting draft legislative
proposals at their final meeting tentatively scheduled for October 14, 1999. (Please see
information provided in September 3 mailing for additional details.)  

• The Division of Financial Management requires agencies to submit their legislative ideas
by August each year.  Board governed organizations have surfaced three legislative ideas
this year.  The Legislative Committee will formally consider the legislative proposals at
the October 1999 meeting with consideration by the full Board during the Legislative
Committee report in October.  The Board may approve, modify or withdraw these
legislative proposals anytime prior to November 5, 1999:

• Amend 9-340D and 9-340F of Idaho Code to exempt “records from or relating to
donors or potential donors to a public institution of higher education or its related
foundations” from the Public Records Act.  The University of Idaho submitted the
idea. DFM has asked that it be modified to only exempt individual donor records.

• Amend Idaho Code 39-5002, Equal Opportunity for Displaced Homemaker Act, to
broaden the definition of “displaced homemaker” to include single parents and single
pregnant women.  This would be consistent with the population actually being served
by the Centers of New Directions and would be consistent with federal requirements
to serve this population. The Division of Professional-Technical Education submitted
the idea, and DFM has accepted it.

• Enact an Idaho Historic Preservation Act designed to protect buildings, sites,
documents and artifacts of historic significance on state-owned lands and in state
controlled records systems. The Idaho State Historical Society submitted the idea, and
DFM has accepted it.


